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A case study is an intensive
analysisofanindividualunit(e.g.,aper CASEST U DY
son,group,orevent)stressingdevelop B

mental factors in relation

tocontext. Thecasestudyiscommonin

social sciences and life sciences.
Casestudiesmaybedescriptiveorexplanat

. The latter type is used
toexplorecausationinordertofindunderlyin
gprinciples. Theymay
beprospective,inwhichcriteriaare
established and cases fitting the criteria are included as they
becomeavailable,orretrospective,inwhichcriteriaareestablishedforselectingcas
esfromhistoricalrecordsforinclusioninthestudy.
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